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stricted. It cannot be said that the Government took
any very practical step to carry out this duty. Beyond
limiting the artificial illumination of shops and places
of public amusement, and appealing feebly to the
public to restrict individual consumption, nothing was
done until a threatened shortage of kerosene obliged
Ministers to act with greater vigour. Kerosene is the
fuel of universal use in Egypt for all domestic purposes,
and a scarcity of it would be rightly regarded as a
public calamity. When, therefore, at the close of
1917, no doubt existed that consumption was over-
taking supply, the Government dared not hesitate.
A kerosene control was set up, and under martial law
rationed issues of the fuel.

lThe Supplies Control Board, established primarily
to safeguard the food-supply, did admirable work in
1918 and the following year, and :Egypt has not yet
recognized the debt which she owes to the members
of that body. But a little rashly the Board gradually
extended their authority over almost every necessity
of life, and it is a moot point whether Egypt would not
have benefited had a second and separate commission
been established to control the distribution of com-
modities other than those relating to food. Human
energy and imagination have definite limitations, and
the Supplies Board, endeavouring to watch every form
of production, could not escape all the consequences
which follow disobedience of that universal condition.
None the less, it is not possible to read the many orders
and instructions issued by the Board without recog-
nizing in them a certain breadth of vision. Vexatious
and ineffective local controls were swept away : one
tariff became applicable throughout Egypt: waste
lands were brought under cultivation : agriculturists
bidden to replace poppy and similar crops, bearing no
relation to human and animal food, with cereals:
stringent measures taken to stop hoarding of stocks;